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This interesting edited book is the outcome
of a research project carried out by Bologna
University, the Université Libre de Bruxelles,
and the University of Nice Sophia Antipolis,
and financed by the Jean Monnet Action of
the European Commission. The main themes
which guided this research are democracy,
coherence, and transparency in the European
Union. Since these issues pertain to the great
challenges currently affecting the constitu-
tional structure of the EU, one welcomes this
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choice of the coordinators of this research
project. The book includes articles which
analyse the strengths and weaknesses of the
constitutional system of the EU with respect to
these themes. While the original objective was
to examine whether the Constitutional Treaty
had satisfactorily responded to the demands
for democracy, coherence, and transparency,
the abandonment of the constitutional path
redirected the research to analysing whether
the EU would respect these principles with the
entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon.

In spite of the constitutional nature of these
principles, a satisfactory level of democracy
and transparency in the functioning of the EU
hasstill not been attained, and the coherence of
the EU’s external action is sometimes more of a
goal than a reality. Because of this, the Laeken
Declaration on the Future of the Union states
that improved democratic legitimacy and
transparency of the Union and its institutions
are fundamental for bringing European insti-
tutions closer to the citizens. Moreover, dur-
ing the work of the European Convention and
the Intergovernmental Conferences of 2004
and 2007, concrete solutions were sought for
improving the coherence and effectiveness of
the EU’s external action.

The first part of the book deals with the
principles of democracy and transparency.
According to Professor Lucia Serena Rossi,
coordinator of the research resulting in the
present publication, this study will allow us
to delve deeper into the essential character of
the new system — stipulated in the Constitu-
tional Treaty and taken up for the most part
in the Lisbon Treaty — which is reflected in
the relations between institutions, between
the institutions and the Member States, and,
finally, between the European institutions and
private citizens (at 8). The different contribu-
tions show that important progress has been
made regarding the democratization of the
EU, but that nonetheless there are still signifi-
cant weaknesses in transparency and simpli-
fication. However, none of the contributions
deals with the clarification of EU competences
and the institutional changes brought about
by the Constitutional Treaty. Even though all

the chapters are of high quality, the contribu-
tion which focuses on the new legal instru-
ments included in the Constitutional Treaty
no longer seems relevant, because the EU
Member States decided to maintain the cur-
rent system of acts in the Treaty of Lisbon.

The second part of the work is devoted to
the external action of the EU. The external
action of the EU which is governed by differ-
ent rules — depending on the subject matter —
has been an endless source of complications.
The book thus examines both the coherence
among the different European policies which
have an external dimension and the coher-
ence of the EU’s external action with its inter-
nal policies. It also analyses coherence from
an institutional perspective, that is, among
the institutions and between the Union and its
Member States. In this part of the book, special
attention is paid to the coherence of the devel-
opment policy with other external policies, all
in light of the changes stipulated in the Consti-
tutional Treaty. The contributions in this part
of the book examine different issues of great
interest for understanding the EU’s external
action, among which we can mention the fol-
lowing: the coherence of the external action of
the EU in Latin America, the European Defence
Agency and the coherence of the external
action of the EU, the implementation of Art-
icle 17 of the Treaty of the EU, and the Trans-
governmental cooperation under the Common
Foreign and Security Policy: institutional and
normative profiles. The rest of the contributions
in this part of the book include a detailed study
of issues such as the insertion of international
law into the Union legal order, the implications
of the ECJ's MOX judgment, the implementa-
tion of the international rules on intellectual
property rights in the EU, and the treaty-making
power of the European Commission.

This is a collective work which brings
together highly relevant and topical contribu-
tions regarding the principles of democracy,
coherence, and transparency in the process
of European integration, in which the reader
can find thought-provoking reflections about
the process of reforming the Union, which
began with the Constitutional Treaty and



subsequently gave rise to the Treaty of Lisbon.
Apart from the introduction and conclusions of
the book, the reader will find very few references
to the innovations introduced by the Treaty of
Lisbon. It seems that most of the contributions
were finished before the Treaty of Lisbon was
adopted by the EU Member States. However,
since most of the changes brought about by the
Constitutional Treaty are taken up in the Lis-
bon Treaty, the contributions which refer to the
former are valid also with respect to the latter.
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