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The following survey covers tbc period from 1 February 1991 to 31 December 1992.1

LNakqjima

Case C-69/89, Nakajima All Precision Co. Ltd. v. Council, [1991] ECR1-2069
The Court was required to assess the effects of GATT and the Anti-Dumping Code upon the
Community legal order. It developed a new approach to the question.

1. Facts

The plaintiff, Nakajima, is a Japanese company selling matrix printers on the Community
market At the request of the Committee of European Printer Manufacturers, the Commission
initiated anti-dumping procedures under the rules of Regulations 2176V84/EEC and 2423/88/
EEC respectively* and the Council imposed a definitive anti-dumping duty of 12%.3 The
plaintiff sought annulment of this Regulation under Articles 173(2) and 184 EEC, raising a plea
of inapplicability with respect to Regulation 2423/88 because it allegedly conflicted with Article
2(4) and (6) of the GATT Anti-Dumping Code.4

The Council replied that, according to settled case-law, the plaintiff could not rely on GATT
provisions, as these were devoid of direct effects.

* Clary, Gottlieb, Steen & Hamilton, Brussels.
• • University of Bielefeld.
1 The opinions expressed in this survey are strictly personal.
2 Council Regulation 2176/84/EEC on Protection Against Dumped or Subsidised Imports from

Countries not Members of the European Economic Community OJ 1984 L 201/1 as substituted by
Council Regulation 2423/88 OJ 1988 L 209/1.

3 Council Regulation 3651/88/EEC, OJ 1988 L 317/33.
4 Agreement on Implementation of Article VI of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade in

GATT, Basic Instruments and Selected Documents, 26th Supplement 1978/79,171; OJ 1980 L 71/72.
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2. The Judgment

The Court first established that the plaintiff, without relying on direct effects of the GAIT Anti-
Dumping Code, had challenged Regulation 2423/88 incidentally, through Article 184 EEC, and
claimed an infringement of the Treaty or of a rule of law relating to its application.5

Recalling its earlier jurisprudence in International Fruitfi the Court held that the
Community was bound not only by GATT, but also by the GATT Anti-Dumping Code which
had been adopted for the purpose of its implementation.

As it resulted from the second and third recitals in the preamble of Regulation 2423/88, the
Community, when adopting this regulation, had acted in order to fulfil its international
obligations as they resulted in particular from Article VI GATT. The Court therefore had to
verify whether Article 2(3XbXii) of the Anti-Dumping Regulation in fact violated Article 2(4)
and (6) of the Anti-Dumping Code.7

The Court however found both provisions compatible and therefore rejected the plea of
illegality.

3. Analysis

The Court's constant jurisprudence has maintained that the Community - although not a formal
member of GATT - is bound by its provisions.8 Nor is the capacity of international agreements
of overriding secondary Community law a novel issue,9 as the Court has already held, albeit
implicitly, that incompatibility of a regulation with such an agreement could invalidate a
Community act For such a claim to succeed before a Member State court, the pro visions at stake
must however be directly applicable. • ° Since most GATT provisions were considered too vague
and ambiguous to have direct effects, GATT related challenges have been thus far unsuccessful.

The Court distinguished its earlier jurisprudence. In Nakajima, the claim had been raised in
a direct action under Article 173(2) EEC The Court, creating a different class of GATT cases,
may thus have sought to alleviate the direct effects criterion in annulment actions under Article
173<2)EEC.

But the Court put special emphasis on the fact that, by adopting Regulation 2423/88, the
Community had acted to fulfil its obligations under the Anti-Dumping Code. This may suggest
an alternative explanation. Whereas the Community is not as such a GATT Contracting Party, it
is itself a signatory of the Anti-Dumping Code. Having thus deliberately assumed the Code's
obligations and adopted Regulation 2423/88 for their implementation, the Community might be
subject to a stronger discipline in this respect This reading might be justified by Article 228(2)
EEC, according to which agreements concluded by the Community bind its institutions. The
Court, however, does not cite Article 228 EEC.

Nakajima thus initiates a new development whose consequences cannot yet be fully
assessed.

5 Case C-WK9 Nakajima [1991] ECR1-2069,2178 at racial 28.
6 Cases 21-24/72, International Fruit Company, [1972] ECR 1219.
7 Supra note 5 at recitals 29-32.
8 For earlier developments see Vedder, 'A Survey of Principal Decision! of the European Court of

Justice Pertaining to International Law', 1 EL/1L (1990) 365,373.
9 Ctset 21-2A/72, International Fruit Company, supra note 6.
10 Ibid, u recital 7y9.
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The Court's approach was confirmed in subsequent judgments equally concerning alleged
infringements of the GATT Anti-Dumping Code by Regulation 2423/88.11

ILBarr

Case C-355/89, DHHS(Isle of Man) v. C S. Barr, Judgment of3 July 1991, [1991]3CMLR325
The Court was required to decide whether courts from outside the Community are entitled to
request preliminary rulings.

The Deputy High Bailiffs Court, Douglas, Isle of Man, requested a preliminary ruling in the
coarse of criminal proceedings against Barr, a British Citizen employed on the Isle of Man
without the necessary working permit.

Trie main issue was whether the referring court was, strictly speaking, a 'court or tribunal of
a Member State' in the sense of Article 177 EEC. The Isle of Man is not part of the United
Kingdom. It has a special status, described under international and constitutional law as
'dependancy of the British Crown*. 12

The question raised by the Deputy High Bailiffs Court related to Protocol 3 of the British
Accession Treaty. Accordingly, Article 227(5Xc) EEC, Articles 1(3), 158 and Protocol 3 of the
Accession Treaty gave the Court jurisdiction ratione materiae. If the courts of the Isle of Man
could not refer questions concerning the interpretation of Protocol 3, it would indeed be
impossible to ensure its uniform application. For the sake of uniformity, the Deputy High
Bailiffs Court was thus a 'court or tribunal' in the sense of Article 177 EEC.

Extending its reasoning exposed in Kaefer&Procacci,13 the Court held that for the purpose
of assessing its jurisdiction under Article 177 EEC the special status of certain territories under
international law is irrelevant. To the extent mat Community law is applicable to these territories
and as far as local courts implement Community law, they can request the Court for a
preliminary ruling. Preservation of a uniform application of Community law takes precedence
over the formal criteria of international law.

Re Territorial Sea

Case C-146/89, Commission v. United Kingdom, Judgment of 9 July 1991, [1991] 3 CMLR649
The Court faced a Member State pleading international law as a defence against failing to fulfil
its obligations under Community law.

11 Case C-188/88, NMB (DeutschUmd) GmbH v. Commission, Judgment of 10 March 1992, [1992] 3
CMLR 80, 111. at recital 23; Case C-\lSKI, Matsushita v. Council, Judgment of 10 March 1992.
[1992] 3 CMLR 137. 163, at recitals 41-43. In another case, the Court abstained from interpreting
Regulation 2176/84 in accordance with GATT or the GATT Ami-Dumping Code because the
plaintiff had failed to substantiate its claim. See Case C-179/87, Sharp v. Council, Judgment of 10
March 1992, [1992] 2 CMLR 415.424. at recitals 18 and 19.

12 This rather elusive concept is explained in some detail in Advocate General Jacobs' opinion in Case
C-355/89 Ban- [1991] 3 CMLR 325 at 330 et seq.

13 Cases
(1991) No. 2, 177.
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1. Facts

The access of Community fishermen to fishing grounds in the coastal waters of the United
Kingdom (UK) is regulated by Article 6(2) and Annex I of Council Regulation 170/83/EEC14

a Community system for the conservation and management of fishery resources,
f i f

y
These provisions refer to Article 100 of the Accession Treaty of 1973, according to which
fishing grounds are defined by reference to the baselines of the coastal Member State.

In accordance with public international law, the UK in 1987 extended its territorial waters
from 3 to 12 miles. The UK was thus entitled to redefine its coastal baselines, which led to an
extension of those fishing areas in which UK fishermen enjoyed exclusive fishing rights, to the
detriment of fishermen from other Member States. As from 1 October 1987, the UK therefore
started to exclude such fishermen from areas in which they had traditionally fished.

Following protests by the fishermen concerned and several Member States, the Commission
intervened, claiming that coastal Member States, through shifting their baselines, could not
unilaterally alter the fishing rights guaranteed by Community law.

The UK replied thai the relevant baselines were those unilaterally drawn, and thus subject to
change, by the Member States in accordance with international law. After unsuccessful
negotiations, the Commission filed suit under Article 169 EEC.

2. The Judgment

The Court held that the Community rules at stake represented a careful balance between the
interests of the coastal Member State and the protection of certain activities of fishermen from
other Member States.13

The activities covered by Regulation 170/83 were not to be understood as abstract
opportunities, but pertained to a factual situation, the nature and depth of die fishing grounds and
the general features of the maritime area. An interpretation permitting variable baselines could
compromise the Regulation's objectives by upsetting its inherent balance.16

Expressly rejecting the defendant's claim17 that redefinition of the baselines could not be
regarded as unilateral action (since it complied with international law) the Court pointed out
that, under international law. States were merely authorized to extend their territorial waters and,
in certain circumstances, their baselines.

In such cases, the decision to prevail itself of these options and to use the altered provisions
for reassessing the areas defined by Annex I of Regulation 170/83 was solely attributable to the
UK. The UK had thus failed to fulfil its obligations under the EEC Treaty.

3. Analysis

Although the Court did not directly refer to Article 234 EEC, it dealt with its underlying
principle.

Article 234 EEC declares that Community law leaves unaffected the rights of third states and
obligations of Member States resulting from international agreements, if their conclusion
predates Community competence.

14 OJ 1983 L 24/1.
13 Cue C-146/89. Commission v. United Kingdom [1991] 3 CMLR 649,674 at recital 22.
16 VbiiL, tt recital 23.
17 IbkL, at recital 25.
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In areas where Member States still have exclusive jurisdiction to act under public internatio-
nal law, obligations deriving from customary international law may however collide with the
requirements of Community law. The question then is whether Member States can invoke
international obligations against Community law. Their argument can be summarized as
follows: since the Community is bound by international law. Community law cannot compel
Member States to violate this law if they act within their own sphere of competences. Where the
Member States alone bear international responsibility, obligations imposed by public internatio-
nal law should take precedence over Community law.

In the case at hand, the Court however denied the very existence of the conflict The
international rules at stake did not force the UK to act as it did. They merely contained an option.
It was thus possible to comply with Community law without violating international law. The
UK's argument was simply unfounded.

IV. RTE/BBC/ITP

Case T-69/89, RTE v. Commission, [1991] ECRII- 485;
Case T-70/89, BBC v. Commission, [1991] ECR 11-535;
Case T-76/89. TTP v. Commission, [1991] ECR U-575
These cases permitted the Court of First Instance, for the first time, to deal with some aspects of
Article 234 EEC.

The facts of these cases are very similar. Television and broadcasting stations in Ireland and
the UK had reserved for themselves access to their broadcasting schedules and published their
own monopolistic TV guides. For the Commission, these practices amounted to abuse of a
dominant position, contrary to Article 86 EEC. It thus issued decisions ordering RTE, BBC and
TTP to grant publishers non-discriminatory access to their data and to permit publication subject
to reasonable royalties. The stations challenged these decisions under Article 173(2) EEC,
arguing, inter alia, that the order to grant compulsory licences violated Article 9(1) of the 1886
Berne Convention on Copyright, which reserves the author of a protected work an exclusive
right to its reproduction. Since all EC Member States were Contracting Parties to the Berne
Convention, this convention should, according to the plaintiffs, be read into Community law
through Article 234 EEC.

The Community had not yet acquired comprehensive and exclusive competence regarding
copyright law. Nor was it Party to the Berne Convention. The Court therefore simply reiterated
the European Court of Justice's constant jurisprudence according to which the Member States
cannot rely on treaties predating the EEC Treaty for derogating from their obligations under
Community law'8 and rejected the plaintiffs' argument19

The argument raised does not reflect the traditional understanding of Article 234 EEC2 0 In
fact, the plaintiffs were arguing Community succession into the position of its Member States

18 The European Court of Justice (ECT) rejected a similar argument based on Article 5A para. 2 of the
1883 Parii Convention for the protection of industrial property in CaseC-235/89, Commission v. Italy
(Re Compulsory Patent Licenses), Judgment of 18 February 1992 [1992] 2 CMLR 709,760, at recital
31. It held that the provision at Hake could not justify measures which by virtue of their discriminatory
nature were contrary to the Treaty.

19 Case T-69/89, JTTEv. Owimitrion [1991] ECR H-485,531 at recital* 102-104; Case T-70/89, flBCw.
Commission [ 1991 ] ECR D-535,573 at recitals 76-78; Case T-76/89, TTP v. Commission [ 1991 ] ECR
D-575.609 at recitals 75-77.

20 The ECJ decided in itsjudgment in Case 812/79, Burgoo, [1980] ECR 2787 that Article 234 EEC did
not mean that the Community was in any way bound by its Member States' previous contractual
commitments.
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and thus incorporation of the Berne Convention into the Community legal order, following the
European Court of Justice's GATT rationale.21

The Court of First Instance's rapid disposal of this argument is justified. Indeed, the primary
prerequisite for succession established in the GATT cases, the comprehensive and complete
transfer of competence from the Member States to the Community, was missing. The appeal of
the argument therefore lies in its ingenuity rather than its strength.

V. Factortame/n

Case C-221/89. Factortame II, Judgment of 25 July 1991, [1991] 3 CMLR 589
As in Re Territorial Sea, the Court rejected a Member State's defence based on public
international law.

1. Facts

Under the Common Fisheries Policy, national quotas had been established for the conservation
and management of fishing resources. The UK found itself exposed to a phenomenon known as
'quota hopping' - fishing vessels from other Member States enlisting in the British register, thus
flying the British flag and sharing in the British quotas. Moreover, vessels traditionally
registered in the UK had been purchased by companies incorporated under British Law, but
whose directors and shareholders were predominantly nationals from other Member States. The
UK, feeling 'plundered' by vessels lacking any genuine link with its jurisdiction and considering
'quota hopping' an abuse of the Common Fisheries Policy, altered the conditions for British
registration of vessels in 1988. Fishing vessels thus were only eligible for the new register, if
they were British-owned or effectively controlled by British citizens established in the UK. The
new provisions would have excluded 95 fishing vessels from the British register and fishing
quota. The companies concerned challenged their compatibility with Community law before the
High Court of Justice of England and Wales, Queens Bench Division, which asked the European
Court of Justice for a preliminary ruling under Article 177 EEC

2. The Judgment

The United Kingdom had argued that public international law required a genuine link between
a State and vessels flying its flag. This resulted from the Geneva Convention of 29 April 19S8 on
the High Seas,22 which codified customary international law.23

The Court dismissed this argument, as its pertinence was restricted to the existence of an
actual conflict between Community law and international law. Without exposing its reasons for
not finding any such conflict the Court declared that, while in the current state of Community
law, competence to determine the conditions for the registration of vessels (in accordance with

21 For a detailed dijcusrion of the problems of 'succession' under Article 234 EEC and its connection
with the ECJ't GATT-jarisprudence tee J. Groox, P. Manin, The European Communities in the
International Order (1985), Part 3, Chapter 1, pan l .B 1.

22 UNTS, VoL 450,82.
23 Art. 5( 1) of tbe Convention reads, in its pertinent pare'— There rmut exist a genuine link between the

State and the ship; in particular, the Stale must effectively exercise its jurisdiction and control in
administrative, technical and social matters over ships flying its flag.'
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the general rales of international law) was still vested in the Member States, this competence
most be exercised in a manner consistent with Community law.24

3. Analysis

There seems to be a new pattern of defence for Member States derogating unilaterally from their
obligations under Community law.25 Member States claim conflicts between customary or
conventional international law and Community law. In order to justify their failure to comply
with the latter, they invoke Article 234 EEC or a principle underlying i t - .

The Court did not take up the challenge and elected to avoid the conflict It was held that the
notion of 'genuine link' in international law was vague, and state practice varied.^ The
nationality requirement stipulated by the UK could not therefore be the sole and mandatory
assessment criterion. There can be a 'genuine link' between vessel and registering State
respecting the Community principles of non-discrimination and freedom of establishment It
was concluded therefore that there was no need for the Court to decide which legal order takes
precedence.27

VL Opinions 1/9128 and 1/9229. The EEA Treaty Cases

Opinion 1/91, regarding the Draft Agreement between the European Community and the
European Free Trade Association relating to the creation of the European Economic Area,
Decision of 14 December 1991 [1992] 1 CMLR 245

Opinion 1/92 regarding the EEA, Decision of 10 April 1992 [1992] 2 CMLR 217

In Opinion 1/91, rejecting the creation of the judicial system contained in the first version of the
Agreement creating the European Economic Area (EEA), the Court completed its previous
jurisprudence concerning the position of international agreements in the Community legal order.
In Opinion 1/92, the Court finally accepted the new dispute-settlement mechanism renegotiated
between the Parties.

24 Case C-221/89, Faaortame //[1991] CMLR 589,623 at recitals 13-14 and 17.
25 A very similar defence had been employed by the Spanish government in Case C-369/90, Micheleni,

Judgment of 7 July 1992 (not yet reported): In cases of dual citizenship, international law allegedly
required a state to recognize only effective citizenship. This would in some cases force a Member
State to disregard citizenship of another Member State, thus depriving its national of rights granted by
Community law. AG Tesauro dismissed the argument as irrelevant and the Court did not refer to it
For a critique see: Ruzie, 'Nationality Effectivite et Droit Commnnautaire', 97 RCDIP (1993) 107.

26 See the detailed discussion in the opinion of AG Mischo, Factortame II »pni note 24 at 603.
27 This jurisprudence was confirmed in Case C-246, Commisskm/U>titaiKingdom,[\99\]ECS.l-45&5,

which was based on the same factual situation.
28 On Opinion 1/91, see Burrows, The Risks of Widening Without Deepening', 17 ELR (1992) 352;

Hummer, 'Voider- und HintergrQnde des Gutachtens des EuGM zum EWRV, WBL (1992) 33;
Reinisch, 'Krituche Benieikiingen zum EWR-Gntachten des EnGtr, OJZ (1992) 321.

29 On both Opinions, see Brandmer, The Drama of the EEA', 3 £//L( 1992) 300; Boulouis,'Les avis de
la Cour de Justice des Comnumautfs sur la compatibility avec le Tnitt CEE du prejet d'accord cream
I'Espace economique europten', 28 RTDE(1992) 457; Dutheil de la Rochfcre, 'L'Espace fcouotnique
>nmpt>n y^ l t (> rrg^rf rU« jng^« Ar !• Tmir/U Tiratv-y ̂  rntmrmfifnttf nimptrnnr*' | PUC (100?)
603; Epiney, 'La Cour de Justice des Commnrautfe enropfennes et I'Espace ecoooarique europeen',
Schweizerisch* Ztitidvtft fur inttmatkmales und turopOisches Recto (1992) 275; Schennen,
'Opinion 1/91 of the Court of Justice, 14 December 1991; Opimon 1/92 of the Court of Justice, 10
April 1992', CMLRev. (1992) 991.
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L Facts

The Community, its Member States and the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) had first
negotiated the EEA with a view to largely duplicating the internal market For this purpose, apart
from incorporating most of the relevant primary and secondary acquis communautaire, the
EEA, for the sake of 'legal homogeneity', foresaw an EEA court (and an EEA Court of first
instance), functionally integrated with the European Court of Justice and competent to interpret
the Agreement Moreover, through an additional protocol, EFT A courts could ask the European
Court of Justice to 'express itself on questions pertaining to the EEA's interpretation. For the
sake of coherence between these various rulings, the jurisprudence of the. European Court of
Justice predating the Agreement's signature was incorporated into the Agreement and the
Courts were to pay 'due account' to each others' rulings. The Commission asked the Court for a
first opinion regarding this system's compatibility with Community law. Following the
European Court of Justice's negative answer, the EEA's renegotiated version found its approval
in the second opinion.

2. The O p i n i o n ^

In the Court's view, analysis of the objective of 'legal homogeneity' was only possible after a
comparison between the aims and context of EEA and EEC.'1 Identical wording could not be
decisive. According to the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, the EEA, being a n ,
international treaty, must be interpreted not only in the light of its wording, but also its object and
purpose.

Both treaties' aims and objectives were fundamentally different The EEA was an internatio-
nal agreement foreseeing no transfer of sovereign rights and mainly concerned with free trade
and competition in the Parties' economic relations. The Community, however, was a
Community of law, for the sake of which the Member States had transferred sovereign rights,
and whose finality lay, beyond the internal market and economic and monetary union, in the
making of concrete progress towards European unity.

In such a setting, attainment of 'legal homogeneity', if not impossible in principle,
necessitated other mechanisms, but those foreseen in the EEA were at least insufficient at worst
illegal. Article 6 EEA, which sought to incorporate prior European Court of Justice
jurisprudence into the EEA, was restricted ratione materiae as well as ratione temporis. As the
Court's case-law was bound to evolve, homogeneity could not be thereby achieved.32

Moreover, the EEA's judicial system threatened the Community's legal autonomy.33 The
EEA court's capacity of determining the respective 'Contracting Party', in a mixed agreement,
violated the prerogatives of the European Court of Justice under Arts. 164 and 219 EEC, since it
would interfere with the Community's internal division of powers.34

Finally, conclusion of an Agreement was an act of the Community institutions. From its
entry into force, such an agreement was part of Community law, binding on its Member States
and institutions alike. The Court, when interpreting the EEA, could thus at the same time be
called upon to rule on the Agreement and, as a Community institution subject to the Agreement

30 At the Court, in Opinion 1/92 [1992] 1 CMLR 243 at recitals 17-18, restates the 'international part'
of Opinion 1/91, analysis will be restricted to the latter (the competence-expanding use of intematio-
nal agreements in Opinion W2 cannot be commented upon here; fee Bnndmer, supra note 29, at 323
etseq.).

31 Opinion 1/91 ibid, at recitals 13-22.
32 Ibid, at recitals 24-29.
33 Ibid, at recital 30.
34 Ibid, at recitals 32-36.
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be ruled upon by the EEA court While not in principle incompatible with Community law, this
setting was invalidated by the EEA's additional feature of duplicating fynHnmentiil provisions of
Community law. 'Homogeneity' and 'due account' would therefore lead to an interpretation of
EEC rules according to EEA principles, in clear violation of Article 164 EEC and die
Community's very foundations.*5

This fundamental incompatibility could only be enhanced by the organic links created
between the European Court of Justice and EEA courts. Nor could the Court be called upon to
deliver non-binding opinions at die EFTA courts' request, although nothing in the Treaty
prevented the Community from expanding to third countries die Court's jurisdiction to give
binding preliminary rulings. Consequently, Article 238 EEC clearly provided ncrlegal basis for
the contested part of the EEA.

3. Analysis

It is the Court's task, under Article 228(1) EEC, to ensure that the contractual commitments
undertaken by the Community towards third states do not collide with its internal order.
Opinions are thus most important for the Community's constitutional structure, even if they also
determine its capacity to act under international law.

In the opinions at stake, the EEA's unique features seem to have been decisive of the Court's
approach, which may limit die overall impact of the ruling.

The Court's insistence on die existence of allegedly fundamental differences between the
EEA and the EEC is surprising, although it follows well-established jurisprudence.36 After all,
'duplication' is mirroring, as closely as possible, die Community system. However there is a
fundamental difference. It lies between die EEA and die Community's other international
agreements. The reason for this is to be found in die Court's now total incorporation of
international agreements, be they mixed or not, into die Community legal order.

The structure of 'classical' international agreements markedly differs from die Community
structure. They cannot therefore call into question the hierarchy of Community norms.
Divergences between these agreements' interpretation by various courts can thus be accepted,
because diey never challenge die Community structure.

The EEA however duplicates Community law. The traditional understanding of die rank of
international agreements in die Community legal order is that they stand between primary and
secondary Community law. The whole EEA acquis is made up of secondary Community law,
duplicated into the EEA, subsequently reincorporated into Community law, arguably at a higher
rank than originally held. The EEA's total incorporation into this order must thus upset die
hierarchy of Community norms. Moreover, in such a setting, die installation of an autonomous
judicial system must result in a loss of autonomy for die Community institutions, die Court in
particular. The parallel applicability of identically worded provisions holding different ranks
would have threatened an erosion of die Court's judicial prerogatives in die Community legal
order.

Contrary to what die Court seems to assert, die 'fundamental difference' is die EEA's
closeness to the Community. In its original version, it was not a 'normal' international
agreement. Its conclusion thus exceeded die Community's international capacity.

33 Ibid, at recitals 37-46.
36 See the hue of jurisprudence regarding free trtde agreements initiated by the Court in Case 27CV8O,

Pofydor, [1982] ECR 329.
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VILSImba

Joined Cases C-228/90, C-229/90, C-230/90, C-231/90, C-232/90. C-233/90, C-234/90, C-339/
90, C-353/90, Simba, [1992] ECR1-3713
These cases concerned the protectionist effects of a national tax on direct imports from third
countries, and die limits of the Court's jurisdiction under Article 177 EEC

1. Facts

Italy had imposed a tax on the consumption of bananas. The Court had previously held that mis
tax violated Article 93(2) EEC.37 Consequently, the tax no longer applied to imports from other
Member States, but only to direct third country imports. Several Italian tribunals referred
preliminary questions to the Court, inquiring whether the remaining tax amounted to a customs
duty incompatible with die Common Customs Tariff or whether it violated Articles 95 or 113
EEC.

2. The Judgment

In die Court's view, die fact that the consumption tax on bananas now only applied to direct third
country imports did not alter its legal nature.3* It formed part of a general system of internal
taxation. It could not at die same time constitute an internal tax under Article 95 EEC and a
charge having equivalent effect to a customs duty (CEE) under Article 9 EEC. Article 95 EEC
only applied to Member State imports39 and Article 113 EEC was not pertinent either. The
Treaty thus lacked a parallel to Article 95 EEC in the Community's external relations.40 There
were, however, international agreements which might be decisive in the main proceedings, such
as the third Lom£ Convention.41 The banana tax was a protectionist measure. The national
courts thus had to ensure respect for the Community's contractual obligations, eventually after
referring preliminary interpretative questions to die European Court of Justice.42

3. Analysis

The limits of the Court's jurisdiction under Article 177 EEC are defined by the preliminary
questions submitted by the national courts. Although the Commission,43 die plaintiffs in the
main proceedings44 and die Advocate General45 had at least considered the possibility of a
violation of die third Lom6 Convention, die Italian courts had not raised questions pertaining
thereto. The Court felt precluded from giving a detailed and definitive interpretation of a
provision which teemed relevant, if not decisive, for die main proceedings. It thus 'restrained

37 Case 193/85, Co-Frutta, (1987] ECR 2085.
38 Joined Cases C-228/90, C-229/90, C-230/90, C-231/90, C-232/90, C-233/90, C-234/90, C-339/90,

C-353/90, Simba [1992] ECR 1-3713,3750 at recitil 1Z
39 IbuL, at recital 14.
40 QwL, at recital 18.
41 OJ1986L86/3.SeetaparticulirArticle 139(2), whtehimpcaesupcm trie Conununlty and its Member

States the obligation not to use protectionist meunres.
42 Simba supra note 38 at recital 22.
43 See the mbmissiom of the Commission ibkL, at 1-3723.
44 See the submissioas of the parties Ibid^ at 1-3725.
45 See the opinion of AOLenz ibid, at 1-3735.
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