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must allow his dough to rise. The author
was in too great a rush to print what should
have been a longer project of research and
reflection. It is a pity because the mind
behind this text is most creative and origi-
nal as evidenced by, e.g., some soaring
passages on the State, peoplehood, history
and culture in the final chapter. It is always
a pity to witness wasted talent.
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There is no hiding the great sympathy of
John Pinder to the process he describes.
Sometimes such engagement is detrimental
to scholarship. This is not the case here:
Pinder's great achievement is to take a
phenomenon (European Integration) and a
polity (the Union) which seem to defy any
coherent account and to construct a narra-
tive in which all important elements co-
here. That alternative views can exist, that
some will regard critically what Pinder re-
gards favourably, that some would have
made different choices as to what should
go into the narrative is evident. But this
does not detract from the achievement.
There is a bonus: Free of jargon, the book
is a pleasure to read. A bargain.
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Everyone has something to say about de-
mocracy or its absence in the European
construct. Everyone has an opinion about
the European Parliament. (Well, everyone

who would be reading this review). But the
factual base on which much grandiose
assessment of the European Parliament is
conducted is often laughably thin. This book
is not a law book - when will there be a
new edition of Jacqu6, Bieber, Constanti-
nesco and Nickel? It is, instead, the best
up-to-date account in English of the ana-
tomy and physiognomy of the Parliament.

Almost the same can be said of the
book on the Commission. It is a collection
of essays and does not, thus, have quite the
same structural coherence of Corbett and
Co. But the editors imposed a rigid plan
which has been followed. Each chapter has
most useful annexes of primary sources -
quite an advantage. The most valuable
parts are the first chapters dealing with the
internal operation of the Commission and a
short but efficient essay on the Com-
mission and lobbying. That is another hall-
mark of the volume: Brevity, coupled with
extensive pointers for further reading. The
more traditional chapters, Commission-
Council; Commission-Parliament, Com-
mission and the Union Foreign Policy ap-
paratus are authoritative. Read this book
coupled with the recent special edition of
the Revue Francaise de Science Politique
for an up-to-date description and concep-
tualization of the present day Commission.

The third in this brace deserves similar
accolades. Westlake's book on the Council
is not elegant. There is no overall thesis
and it is somewhat bitty in content and
presentation. But Westlake and his co-
authors provide a hugely informative and
detailed account of the work of the Council
- both in its generic sense and also secto-
rially - something never before done with
such breadth and depth in English. Here
too there are annexes galore with primary
sources often difficult to access. The level
of detail is impressive though this will of
course make the book date somewhat more
rapidly.

All in all, these three books make an
outstanding contribution and an altogether
more detailed - insider - knowledge of the
principal political institutions of the Union.
Read them before you start theorizing.

Laursen, Finn (ed.). The Political Economy
of European Integration. The Hague:

462


