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This German dissertation examines the ex-
istence of a principle of solidarity in inter-
national economic law. The author explains
that only a strict adherence to hard rules of
positive international law will lead to
meaningful results. His study includes de-
tailed descriptions of the pertinent United
Nations General Assembly resolutions, a
UNITAR study and an ILA declaration,
without discussing the respective legal rele-
vance of these documents.

The central part of this book is devoted to
a detailed examination of the pertinent treaty
law and national legislation as to the exis-
tence of legally enforceable rights in this
area. These concern capital transfers, trans-
fer of technology, preferential and non-
reciprocal treatment in trade, and the stabili-
zation of export earnings from commodities.
Not surprisingly, the yield of this search is
rather limited. The narrow focus of the in-
vestigation makes its outcome predictable
and disappointing. The author's general
conclusion is that there is a general principle
of preferential treatment determined by the
development needs of the less developed
countries coupled with a certain reduction of
discretion on the part of decision-makers in
developed countries and in international or-
ganizations. But he emphasizes that this

principle does not give rise to independent
and immediate rights.

This book offers plenty of descriptive
detail but little in the way of general ideas.
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Mehnert-Meland, Ralph. Central Bank to the
European Union. London, The Hague,
Boston: Kluwer Law International, 1995. Pp
x, 219. Index. Dfll22; £45; $78.

The author's purpose in writing this book is
to present a short and informative introduc-
tion, accompanied by relevant documents, to
the provisions of the Maastricht Treaty re-
lating to Economic and Monetary Union.

The text itself does little more than para-
phrase or summarize the official texts, add-
ing little if any analysis and evaluation.
More than half of the reproduced documents
are extracts of the Maastricht Treaty and
Protocols. They are published with texts,
some of which have been superseded by the
Treaty. The bibliography - only in English -
includes valuable books which do not seem
to have been used by the author. At least,
there is no reference to them in the text
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